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Internal Assessment Resource

Media Studies Level 1
EXPIRED

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 90990 version 3
Demonstrate understanding of selected elements of media text(s)

	Resource title: As Scene in the Movies

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2017 Version 4
To support internal assessment from 2017

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number: A-A-02-2017-90990-04-4715 

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Media Studies 90990: Demonstrate understanding of selected elements of media text(s)
Resource reference: Media Studies 1.2B v4
Resource title: As Scene in the Movies 

Credits: 3
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Media Studies 90990. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This assessment activity requires students to describe how selected elements create effects in a scene from a film of their choice. 

In this activity students will create and deliver a presentation to the class. In their presentation students will describe three elements of film used in the scene, explain how/why the use of these elements creates meaning in the scene, and explain how/why selected elements combine to create effects in the scene.

If there is limited time in the teaching programme to allow for presentations to the whole class, you could assess an annotated hard copy of the presentation. 

This activity could be modified to require students to demonstrate comprehensive understanding of how selected elements combine to create effects in a text from another medium. Some examples are provided in the Additional information section.

Conditions

This assessment activity is an individual activity. 

Students have two weeks to prepare their presentations. They will be expected to use some out-of-class time. 

You should set up regular checkpoints throughout the preparation time.

You might ask further questions during the presentation to clarify the students’ understanding, but do not prompt the students in a way that compromises the authenticity of their work.

To provide fair assessment opportunities, ask all students to hand in a copy of their presentation notes before any of the presentations begin. 

Resource requirements

Students will require access to:

· a DVD player, video player, or computer to study the scene 

· a data projector or large-screen TV to play the scene during their presentation.

Additional information

Adaptations for other media might focus on, for example, the following.
· A magazine or newspaper article or a web page 

For example, a student might examine a front-page news article from The New Zealand Herald, a feature article from Rip It Up or The Listener, or a screen from stuff.co.nz. 

Students could be required to respond to elements such as the dominant image (composition, content, and lighting), headline, advertisements, infographics, direct and indirect speech, standfirst, colour, layout, writing style and structure, fonts and font faces.

· A radio show or segment or a podcast 

Students could be required to respond to elements such as segments, active voice, personal tone, use of voice, theatre of the mind, placement and style of commercials, listener calls, competitions, forward and back links/segues, or music tracks.

Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Media Studies 90990: Demonstrate understanding of selected elements of media text(s)
Resource reference: Media Studies 1.2B v4
Resource title: As Scene in the Movies
Credits: 3
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of selected elements of media text(s). 
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of selected elements of media text(s).
	Demonstrate comprehensive understanding of selected elements of media text(s).


Student instructions 

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to select and study a scene from a film and show your understanding of film language and its effect in a presentation to the class. 

You will be assessed on how well you understand the use of elements of a film text, including how these elements combine to create effects.

The scene should be no longer than five minutes in length.

This is an individual task.

You have two weeks of in-class and homework time for this task. 

Task

Close reading

Select a scene from a film. Do not use a film you have studied in class. 

View the scene several times. 

Select three elements you think are particularly important or interesting. Possible elements include the following.
	soundtrack
	diegetic sound
	mise en scène
	props

	camera movement, angle, or framing
	lighting
	costume 
	editing


Make notes about how the three elements of film are used in the scene by themselves and in combination with other elements. 

Use these notes to prepare your presentation.

Hand in a copy of your notes to the teacher before making your presentation to the class.

Presentation

Play the scene through a second time, pausing to comment on one specific use of each of the elements you have selected. 

For each element:

· briefly and accurately identify the element you have chosen 

· describe how the element has been used

· describe the effect this creates 

· explain why the use of the element creates the effect described

· explain how/why each element combines with other elements to create effects in the scene

· support your comments with specific evidence from the film.

Assessment schedule: Media Studies 90990 As Scene in the Movies

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates understanding of selected elements of moving image media text(s).

The student:

· describes the use of at least three elements in a film

· describes the effect of the use of these elements in the film

· uses examples from the text to illustrate key points

· uses (mostly) relevant media language.

For Example (extract from student’s work about V for Vendetta):

In this scene the filmmaker uses cross-cutting editing. The action cuts between shots of the Chancellor talking on TV to the Subway station where V is meeting McCreedy and his men. The effect of this is to show that the two things are happening simultaneously. This is made clear by the way that the cross-cuts go back and forth between the settings. 
	The student demonstrates in-depth understanding of selected elements of moving image media text(s).

The student:

· describes the use of at least three elements in a film

· describes the effect of the use of these elements in the film

· explains why they are being used and why their use affects the film in the manner described

· uses examples from the text to illustrate key points

· uses relevant media language. 

For Example (extract from student’s work about V for Vendetta):

Cross-cutting in this scene is used to build tension towards the climax of the film. As the Chancellor is talking about how the terrorist V will be captured and punished, the camera cuts to McCreedy and his men so it seems that V is about to be captured and killed. In this way tension is built. 

However, the cross-cutting has been used to play with audience expectation. As the scene progresses we see the Chancellor is talking to an empty room. Every time it cuts to the Chancellor’s speech the TV is in a different setting, an empty pub, an empty living room, an empty street. He has lost his power over the people and V is the cause of this. This is confirmed by the last cross-cut in the sequence when we realise that McCreedy has betrayed the Chancellor and delivered him to V. This gives the sequence a sense of irony as it becomes clear that the ‘criminal being brought to justice’ is the Chancellor himself, not V. 
	The student demonstrates comprehensive understanding of selected elements of moving image media text(s). 

The student:

· describes the use of at least three elements in a film

· describes the effect of the use of these elements in the film

· explains why they are being used and why their use affects the film in the manner described

· explains how/why these elements combine to create effects in films

· uses examples from the text to illustrate key points

· uses relevant media language. 

For Example (extract from student’s work about V for Vendetta):

Cross-cutting in this scene is used to build tension towards the climax of the film. As the Chancellor is talking about how the terrorist V will be captured and punished, the camera cuts to McCreedy and his men so it seems that V is about to be captured and killed. In this way tension is built. 

However, the cross-cutting has been used to play with audience expectation. As the scene progresses we see the Chancellor is talking to an empty room. Every time it cuts to the Chancellor’s speech the TV is in a different setting, an empty pub, an empty living room, an empty street. He has lost his power over the people and V is the cause of this. This is confirmed by the last cross-cut in the sequence when we realise that McCreedy has betrayed the Chancellor and delivered him to V. This gives the sequence a sense of irony as it becomes clear that the ‘criminal being brought to justice’ is the Chancellor himself, not V. The use mise en scene, camera framing and camera movement combine to make the use of cross-cutting particularly effective. As the sequence progresses, the CU shots of the TV are exchanged for mid and long shots and the camera movement, such as the pan of the old people’s home, which emphasises that no one is listening to the Chancellor’s speech. The public have ceased to heed what he says. 

The diegetic sound of the Chancellor’s speech is carried over onto the shots of the subway where there is no TV. This emphasises that the two events are happening simultaneously and also has the effect of foreshadowing the Chancellor’s capture. It ceases to become diegetic sound and acts more like a prophetic narration, which ironically condemns the Chancellor in his own voice. 


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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